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How can financial brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesHow can
financial brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesHow can financial
brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' Favorites If someone were to ask
you what kind of horror movie you like, what would your answer be? It's so hard for me to pick, because horror is so vast and also because there are so many kinds of those movies and TV shows. The horror genre can easily adapt to people's tastes and it feels like directors and writers are finding new kinds of horror in every hidden corner of our lives.
Today, we're going to go over the subgenres of horror and dig into the different kinds you might encounter on a dark and story night. Let's dive in. 'Nosferatu'Credit: Film Arts Guild What Is Horror? The horror genre is a blanket term for all the types of horror films that exist in film and TV. It's basically the genre that taps into your fears and creates a
story around that. 'Alien 3'Credit: 20th Century Fox What Was the First Horror Movie? The first horror film was a 3-minute short film called Le Manoir du Diable(1896), known in English as both The Haunted Castle or The Devil’s Castle. The film was thought to be lost but was discovered in 1988 at the New Zealand Film Archive. You can watch the
short below. The film tells the story of an encounter with the devil and the various attendant phantoms in a castle. The early short was not meant to scare or shock the viewers like modern horror films, but its goal was to amuse audiences. The cinematography to create the shocking visuals established the genre as one that was free to explore new
visual languages. The horror genre wouldn’t be officially defined until director Robert Wiene’s German Expressionist masterpiece The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari. The silent film drew the attention of a global audience to horror and plot twists, which led the film to have a massive impact on film and the horror genre. When Did Horror Become Popular?
Although horror has a long history in cinema, the genre did not make it to the mainstream until the 1970s. Before then, Universal Pictures set out to establish its own style of horror in Hollywood that would introduce American audiences to the genre. Through the Universal Monsters, which included films like Dracula, Frankenstein, The Mummy, The
Wolfman, and Creature from the Black Lagoon, the studio made room for horror in the mainstream. The Universal MonstersCredit: Universal Pictures Unfortunately, 22 West Magazine found that the studio began to cheapen the genre by oversaturating it with multiple spin-offs and sequels to the franchises, which made people abandon horror films in
favor of comedies. But I did love seeing Abbott and Costello meet Frankenstein. After World War II ended and audiences were experiencing an economic boom, they were ready to be scared for entertainment. By the end of the 1950s, audiences got The Fly, The Blob, Rosemary’s Baby, Night of the Living Dead, and The Haunting. Although these films
did not start a new franchise, they served as placeholders for the horror renaissance. They provided new scares and techniques to the genre while tackling themes of racism, misogyny, and abortion rights. While The Exorcist was a horror success, the genre did not become mainstream until the late ‘70s with Halloween, The Amityville Horror, Friday
the 13th, and Alien. Audiences were impressed by the special effects, uncensored gore, and unconventional structure of the stories.'The Exorcist'Credit: Warner Bros. What Are the Characteristics of Horror Films? While many horror films may incorporate physical violence and psychological terror, there are horror films that don’t show any acts of
violence. Each subgenre of horror has its unique characteristics, but horror has a few distinct characteristics that define the genre. The AMC site defines horror as containing "dark, primitive, and revolting traits that simultaneously attract and repel us." They go on to describe its subgenres: "Horror films are often combined with science fiction when
the menace or monster is related to a corruption of technology, or when Earth is threatened by aliens. The fantasy and supernatural film genres are not synonymous with the horror genre, although thriller films may have some relation when they focus on the revolting and horrible acts of the killer/madman. Horror films are also known as chillers,
scary movies, spookfests, and the macabre." Some common elements that can be found throughout the horror genre are: More action than dialogueMounting suspenseJumpscaresA villain or a monster While the slasher genre is the most well-known and well-defined subgenre in horror, there are so many subgenres that carry their own set of rules to
horror. Let's break down the main subgenres of horror. Psychological 1. Phobia: As the name suggests, phobia/isolation horror focuses on the horrors of survival. There is typically a district phobia present in these films like claustrophobia. If the characters do make it out alive, there is usually a heavy price they have to pay to survive. The
DescentGerald’s GameFrozen2. Madness: This subgenre focuses less on the deaths of the characters, but on the craziness that drives them forward in the story. The terror is whether they have lost their minds due to circumstances, mental illness, or just psychopathic tendencies. This subgenre overlaps with the slasher genre but focuses less on the
killing and more on the force that drives the character to kill. The ShiningJacob’s Ladder In the Mouth of Madness3. Home Invasion: This subgenre normally involves a woman home alone or a group of people that are threatened by one or more assailants who are typically masked. The main focus of the home invasion film is whether the victim(s) will
survive. Unlike slashers, home invasion films focus more on the stalking of the victims rather than their kills. The villains do not reveal their identities until much later in the story which enhances the claustrophobic fear. The StrangersThe Purge Funny Games 4. Arthouse: Also known as elevated horror, arthouse horror focuses on psychological
themes and atmosphere. Often, arthouse horror films have a distinct cinematic style that may delve into philosophical ideas that challenge the viewers' beliefs. The story can be simple or complex, but the core of the film tends to be the cinematography. The experience of the movie matters more than sticking to the traditional film structure.
Sometimes, arthouse horror can feel empty and without substance, but it is undeniably stunning. Under the SkinClimaxMandy'Mandy'Credit: RLJE Films Killer 5. Slasher: The slasher genre is probably the most well-known subgenre in horror. Typically, these films feature a human-like killer (sometimes with supernatural powers) that hunts down a
group of people, usually teenagers. The deaths are bloody and unique, which makes it a fun yet gruesome watch. It is also the genre that is responsible for the Final Girl trope that we can’t help but love. HalloweenChild’s Play CandymanFreakyHappy Death Day6. Crime and Giallo: Crime and Giallo films focus on elements from other genres like
slashers, crime fiction, psychological thriller, psychological horror, exploitation, and supernatural horror. These films are harder to define due to their thematic and stylistic nature. Many of the films that fall into the genre have lavish set designs with vivid bold, surrealist qualities and acts of violence toward beautiful middle-class women. The Girl
Who Knew Too MuchBlood and Black LaceSuspiria7. Backwoods Horror: Backwoods horrors are easy to define. They are simply slasher films that are set in forests, woodlands, or rural locations that are affected by rural poverty. Oftentimes, city slickers traveling through rural territory run into the country folk who eventually hunt the city slickers
down in a grisly manner. The Texas Chain Saw MassacreThe Hills Have EyesWrong Turn'The Texas Chain Saw Massacre'Credit: Bryanston Distributing Company Gore8. Torture: Also known as torture porn, this subgenre depicted bouts of extreme violence and explicit scenes of torture and mutilation. The subgenre inherently indulges in sadism
delivered by an often-motiveless villain, granting audiences satisfaction and gratification when it comes to gore and physical violence. SawHostelThe Devil's Rejects9. Body Horror: At its most basic form, body horror films show grotesque or disturbing violations of the human body. The most popular forms of body horror involved mutations through
disease or infection, uncontrolled transformations, and depictions of unnatural movements of the body. The FlyVideodromeDistrict 9Tusk10. Splatter: Also known as gore films, splatter films focus on the mutilation of the human body. Though gore films are often criticized as being gratuitous and referred to as torture porn, many gore films have social
commentary attached to them. Final Destination TagTerrifier 211. Cannibal: This subgenre uses cannibalism for shock value. The realistic and graphic violence and genuine cruelty to animals are hard to stomach, which serves as the main advertising draw to cannibal films. The subgenre's reputation is often viewed negatively, causing cannibal horror
films to be taboo. It's hard to hit the mainstream with these films, but Eli Roth's Green Inferno and Julia Ducournau's Raw brought cannibalism back into the mainstream. Cannibal HolocaustThe Green Inferno Raw12. Extreme: Exploitation horror features the most extreme examples of gore, mutilation, and cannibalism in films. The graphic nature of
these films is hard to stomach as they put all of the brutality on display. Due to their taboo nature and plotless nature, a lot of these films have been banned in various countries. Thriller: A Cruel Picture Ichi the Killer A Serbian Film'Raw'Credit: Focus World Monster 13. Zombies: Popularized by George A. Romero, zombies have a deep and rich history
in cinema. Zombies unconsciously terrify the human brain and have been featured in many cultures across the world. Night of the Living Dead Train to Busan 28 Days Laterl4. Virus: There is a lot of overlap between zombies and viruses, but it is important to remember that zombies are not all based on viruses and not all viruses lead to zombies. In
non-zombie-virus films, those infected will often maintain control until the virus completely takes over. The CraziesPontypool Mayhem15. Vampire: Vampires have been a staple in the horror genre long before any other movie monster. Vampire films all have different sets of rules for their vampires, but they always keep one thing the same—they need
blood to live. Let The Right One InBladeMidnight Mass16. Werewolf: Werewolves are an underutilized movie monster that have struggled to find many homes in the horror genre. Unlike vampires, werewolves are not given the same horror status and are often poorly received by audiences. However, werewolves provide a lot of space to explore
“otherness” and allow special effects artists to show off their talents during the transformation scene. An American Werewolf in LondonThe WolfmanHowl17. Classic and Mythological: This horror genre is rooted in the mythos of a culture. These films are based on the legends we heard growing up that scared us. Whether the villain is a masked killer,
deranged lunatic, or supernatural creature, the classic and mythological horror speaks to the inner child who believes that something could be lurking just beyond the light. The Ritual La LloronaKrampus 'The Ritual'Credit: Netflix18. Neo-Monsters: Neo-monster is a term that describes everything else in the monster genre. All of the strange, creative,
and downright weird new monsters that don't have a home in the monster genre live in this subgenre. Neo-monsters are prevalent in B-movies but have found a new life in the mainstream thanks to CGI. A Quiet PlacePumpkinhead Stranger Things 19. Nature: This subgenre of horror features natural forces at play in the form of an animal or plant.
Typically these animals or foliage are the antagonists in the films, threatening the lives of the human characters. The Happening JawsCreepshow20. Giant Creatures: Similar to animals and nature, giant creatures are often the villains in these horror films. Mutated by radiation or an altered DNA strain, these creatures terrorize characters, often
serving as a metaphor for Mother Nature's revenge. 21. Small Creatures: Unlike most horror, these creature features have cute little monsters terrorizing the town. Size is not an issue when it comes to monsters with malicious intent. These are often family-friendly horror films that can still scare the pants off both adults and children. 22. Sci-Fi and
Aliens: Sci-fi horror combines the terror of the unknown with science. Featuring futuristic threats or species that have been disturbed unwittingly by humans, sci-fi horror promises that horror will exist no matter the time or the place, and that includes space. Where the monster genre may offer a loose or fluid explanation for the animal attacks, there
is often a lot of investigation into where the aliens came from or why. 'Nope'Credit: Universal Pictures Paranormal 23. Ghost and Spirits: This subgenre is another one that doesn't need an introduction. In horror cinema, ghosts and spirits are often the souls of dead people who have unfinished business or seek revenge. Ghost ShipPoltergeistThirteen
Ghosts24. Haunted House: Could you have a ghost movie without a haunted house? The simple answer is yes, which is why this subgenre focuses on the location more than the ghost themselves. The plot usually revolves around a group of intrepid newcomers who enter a haunted house. The Amityville HorrorBeetlejuiceThe Grudge 25. Possession:
This subgenre is pretty straightforward. Someone or something is possessed by a spirit. The spirit can be good or bad, but this is horror, so most of the time we will get a malevolent spirit. Sometimes, humans don't have to be the ones that are possessed. Some of my favorite horror films include inanimate objects coming to life to kill.
ChristineOculusPossession26. Devils, Demons, and Hell: Very rarely in possession films does the devil do the actual possessing, but when he does inhabit a human body the stakes are always much higher. Demons and lesser imps often do most of the devil's heavy lifting, but they don't always have to possess a body to create a living hell for the
characters in the film. Instead, they can simply be entities that leave a wake of death and destruction. The Omen Devil To the Devil a Daughter27. Witches: Films that feature witches or cults tend to play on the tropes that have been given to the characters long ago in history. Some movies depict a hierarchy with other lesser magical beings, but the
goal of the cults and witches tends to be the same—serve a higher being. The CraftThe WitchSilent Hill28. Supernatural Power: Supernatural powers in horror often feature a teenager or child that has inexplicable powers that they cannot control. Often, this leads to a lot of terrible events happening before the character can hone their ability. The
final scene often involves the character taking their rage out on those who shunned or manipulated them throughout the movie. FirestarterCarrieSeconds Apart'Carrie'Credit: United Artist Miscellaneous 29. Horror Comedy: Comedy horror plays in both the comedy and the horror genres, which thrive well together. Comedy often comes from watching
someone else suffer in amusing ways, and the set-up for a joke is often the same setup for a satisfying kill. The creatures can be cute or playful more than frightening, yet they are maleficent creatures who cannot be trusted. Shaun of the Dead Jennifer’s BodyEating Raoul 30. Parody Horror: Parody horror is a subset of comedy horror, but with a twist.
Parody horror is almost self-explanatory. It pokes fun at horror franchises or tropes. Some parody horror movies almost mimic the plot of the films they are parodying or they may have their own unique plots while leaning heavily on horror movie stereotypes. What We Do In the Shadows Scary Movie The Cabin in the Woods 31. Lovecraftian/Cosmic
Horror: Named after H.P. Lovecraft, Lovecraftian horror, or cosmic horror, places horror on the unknown or beings beyond human comprehension. The MistThe VoidAnnihilation'The Mist'Credit: Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Dimension Films32. Gothic Horror: Gothic horror takes a lot of its tone and aesthetics from gothic literature. There is a delicate blend
of romance and melancholy mixed in with horror elements. Sleepy HollowCrimson PeakInterview with the Vampire33. Found Footage: While found footage is more of a filming technique, the style boomed in the 2010s in the horror genre, making itself a sub-genre by default. The style of the film typically has a character filming the other characters or
GoPros attached to their body. The shaky camera disorients viewers, adding to the chaos of the film’s horror, and plays with the ideas of perspective as technology develops. DeadstreamCloverfield[REC]34. Folk Horror: Folk horror consists of movies that are heavily focused on a community's relationship with the earth. Often set in rural or secluded
areas, the brutal clash between modernism and primitive societies comes to a head, and Mother Nature tends to always prevail. Folk horror often dabbles in old ideas or folklore and focuses on themes of isolation and a character’s relationships with themselves and the earth. MidsommarLambThe Wicker Man35. Post-Apocalyptic: Post-apocalyptic
films feature characters in a wasteland location. In a world destroyed by various causes, such as nuclear war or a medical pandemic, these films tend to focus on the end of the world and the struggle for survival. 'Bird Box'Credit: NetflixDon’t be afraid to play within subgenres of horror when writing your next project, and don’t feel like you have to
adhere to any subgenre. Create a horror project that you want to see, but it does help to turn toward specific movies and borrow a few characteristics from them. What’s your favorite subgenre of horror? Let us know in the comments! Reading Time: 6 minutesPublished: February 9, 2024 | Last Updated: September 3, 2024 A horror subgenre in film is
a category or classification within the broader horror genre that focuses on specific themes, elements, or storytelling techniques. As I've already covered, horror is a great genre to explore as a first-time filmmaker. It’s important for screenwriters, directors, and other filmmakers interested in creating horror films to study horror in general and some
of its subgenres. Horror filmmakers need to study horror subgenres for several reasons: Understanding Audience Expectations: Horror subgenres have their conventions, tropes, and expectations that are familiar to fans of that specific subgenre. By studying subgenres, you can understand what audiences are looking for and deliver on those
expectations. Inspiration and Creativity: Studying horror subgenres can provide inspiration and new ideas for films, e.g. unique themes and settings to incorporate into your work. Effective Storytelling: Each horror subgenre has its own storytelling techniques and narrative structures that are specific to that subgenre. Learn how to effectively tell a
story within that particular context to create a more cohesive and engaging narrative that resonates with the audience. Building a Personal Style: Studying and understanding horror subgenres can help you develop your style and voice within the genre, which sets you apart from other filmmakers. Here is a list of horror subgenres, you should know
about. For each subgenre, I've briefly described its defining traits and mentioned a couple of movie examples to check out. Remember, that some movies might fit within several genres, which can be a deliberate When possible I've also linked to articles with more movies within the particular horror subgenre to explore.
SubgenreExplanationMoviesAlienFocuses on extraterrestrial beings as the source of horror.Alien (1979), The Thing (1982)Animal attackInvolves animals or creatures attacking humans. Fx Bear Horror Movies.Jaws (1975), The Birds (1963)AnthropomorphicFeatures non-human entities taking on human characteristics.The Cat Returns (2002),
Gremlins (1984)Astral ProjectionCharacters experience out-of-body experiences, encountering terrifying and supernatural events in alternate realms.Altered States (1980), Astral (2018)B-movieLow-budget films with exaggerated elements for entertainment.Plan 9 from Outer Space (1959), The Toxic Avenger (1984)Body horrorFocuses on grotesque
transformations or mutilations of the body.The Fly (1986), The Thing (1982)Body swapInvolves characters swapping bodies and dealing with the consequences.Freaky Friday (2003), Your Name (2016)Comedy horrorBlend humor with horror elements, creating a mix of scares and laughs for audiences to enjoy.Shaun of the Dead” (2004), Tucker and
Dale vs Evil (2010)Cosmic horrorCenters around incomprehensible cosmic entities and existential dread.The Void (2016), Color Out of Space (2019)Creepy dollFeatures eerie dolls that come to life or possess supernatural powers.Annabelle (2014), Child’s Play (1988)Creepy kidFocuses on children who exhibit creepy or malevolent behavior.The Omen
(1976), The Children (2008)CrimeCombines horror elements with criminal activities or investigations.Se7en (1995), Zodiac (2007)CultInvolves cults or cult-like groups as the central theme of horror.Midsommar (2019), The Sacrament (2013)Cyber horrorFocuses on technology or the digital world as sources of horror.Unfriended (2014), Pulse
(2001)DisasterHorror stemming from large-scale disasters or catastrophes.The Mist (2007), 28 Days Later (2002)DystopianSet in dystopian societies with bleak, oppressive conditions.Children of Men (2006), The Road (2009)Eco-horrorDeals with environmental themes and nature turning against humans.The Happening (2008), Long Weekend
(1978)Erotic horrorCombines horror with eroticism and sexual themes.It Follows (2014), The Hunger (1983)ExorcismInvolves the expulsion of demonic entities from possessed individuals.The Exorcist (1973), The Last Exorcism (2010)Fairy taleTwisted adaptations of traditional fairy tales with horror elements.Pan’s Labyrinth (2006), The Company of
Wolves (1984)Folk horrorRooted in folklore and rural traditions, often involving pagan rituals.The Witch (2015), Midsommar (2019)Found footagePresents horror as if recorded by characters within the story.The Blair Witch Project (1999), REC (2007)GhostFocuses on spirits or supernatural entities from beyond the grave.The Ring (2002), Poltergeist
(1982)GothicEvokes a sense of mystery and dread in ancient, dark settings.Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1992), The Others (2001)Haunted houseRevolves around haunted or cursed houses, often with malevolent spirits or ghosts.The Amityville Horror (1979), The Conjuring (2013)Haunted shipSet on haunted or cursed ships, typically involving ghostly
encounters at sea.Ghost Ship (2002), Death Ship (1980)Holiday horrorHorror movies with a holiday theme, often featuring dark and twisted events surrounding celebrations.Black Christmas (1974), Krampus (2015)Home invasionStories where individuals or a group of people forcibly enter a residence to terrorize the inhabitants.The Strangers (2008),
Funny Games (1997)Killer dollHorror tales involving dolls that come to life and commit violent or supernatural acts.Child’s Play (1988), Annabelle (2014)K-HorrorHorror movies from South Korea, known for their unique storytelling and chilling atmosphere.The Wailing (2016), Train to Busan (2016)Love storyHorror stories that incorporate elements of
romance, often with a dark or tragic twist.Crimson Peak (2015), Spring (2014). See also famous horror movie couples.LovecraftianBased on the works of H.P. Lovecraft, characterized by cosmic horror and ancient, incomprehensible beings.The Call of Cthulhu (2005), The Void (2016)Man vs NatureStories where humans face off against natural
elements or creatures in a fight for survival.The Grey (2011), Jaws (1975)Meta horrorSelf-aware films that comment on or subvert traditional horror tropes, often blurring the line between reality and fiction.Scream (1996), The Cabin in the Woods (2012), Behind the Mask: The Rise of Leslie Vernon (2006)Mind-bendingHorror movies that mess with
the viewer’s perception of reality and challenge conventional storytelling.Triangle (2009), Jacob’s Ladder (1990)MockbusterLow-budget films made to cash in on the success of big-budget blockbusters, often with similar titles and plots.Transmorphers (2007), Almighty Thor (2011)MockumentaryFictional horror stories presented in a documentary-
style format, blurring the line between reality and fiction.The Blair Witch Project (1999), Trollhunter (2010)MonsterHorror films featuring monstrous creatures or beings terrorizing the protagonists. Fx Mermaid Horror.Godzilla (1954), The Thing (1982)MumblegoreA subgenre that combines mumblecore aesthetics with elements of horror, often
focusing on relationships and dialogue.Baghead (2008), Creep (2014)MusicalHorror films feature monstrous creatures or beings terrorizing the protagonists.The Rocky Horror Picture Show (1975), Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street (2007)MysteryHorror stories centered around solving a mysterious or supernatural event or crime.The
Others (2001), Identity (2003)NaziHorror films involving Nazis or Nazi experiments, often mixing historical elements with horror fiction.Dead Snow (2009), Overlord (2018)NoirHorror movies that blend elements of film noir with the supernatural or macabre.Angel Heart (1987), Se7en (1995)OccultHorror stories dealing with supernatural forces,
rituals, or practices beyond the realm of normal human experience.The Witch (2015), Hereditary (2018)Occult detectiveStories featuring investigators or protagonists who specialize in solving occult or supernatural mysteries.Constantine (2005), The Ninth Gate (1999)ParanormalMovies that involve unexplained phenomena, psychic abilities, ghosts,
or haunted locations.Paranormal Activity (2007), Insidious (2010)PossessionHorror tales where individuals are possessed by malevolent entities or spirits, leading to terrifying consequences.The Exorcist (1973), The Possession of Hannah Grace (2018)Post-apocalypticHorror stories set in a world after a catastrophic event, focusing on survival and the
breakdown of society.The Road (2009), A Quiet Place (2018)Pregnancy horrorFocuses on the fears and anxieties surrounding pregnancy and childbirth.Inside (2007), Prevenge (2016)PsychologicalEmphasizes the psychological torment and fear experienced by characters.Black Swan (2010), Shutter Island (2010)PuzzleInvolves complex mysteries or
puzzles that drive the plot.Cube (1997), Exam (2009)ReimaginingModern reinterpretation or reimagination of classic horror stories or characters.The Ring (2002), Evil Dead (2013)RevengeFocuses on seeking revenge for past wrongs or injustices.I Spit on Your Grave (2010), Oldboy (2003)RitualCenters around dark rituals or ceremonies with
supernatural elements.The Wicker Man (1973), Hereditary (2018)Road tripHorror that takes place during a journey or road trip.The Texas Chainsaw Massacre (1974), The Hills Have Eyes (2006)Sci-Fi horrorCombine elements of science fiction and horror to create eerie, otherworldly stories that often involve futuristic technology, aliens, or dystopian
societies.The Thing (1982), Prometheus (2013)Serial killerFocuses on a killer who commits multiple murders with a specific pattern.Psycho (1960), The Silence of the Lambs (1991)SilentHorror movies without any dialogue or sound.The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (1920), A Quiet Place (2018)Slapstick horrorBlends horror elements with slapstick comedy
for a humorous effect.Shaun of the Dead (2004), Tucker and Dale vs Evil (2010)SlasherFeatures a killer who stalks and murders victims in a violent manner.Halloween (1978), Scream (1996)SplatterFocuses on graphic and exaggerated depictions of gore and violence.Dead Alive (1992), Saw (2004)StalkerInvolves a character being stalked or pursued
by a relentless antagonist.Cape Fear (1991), The Strangers (2008)SteampunkBlends horror with technology and aesthetics inspired by steam-powered machinery.Frankenstein’s Army (2013), The City of Lost Children (1995)Supernaturallnvolves supernatural entities or phenomena as the primary source of horror.The Conjuring (2013), Paranormal
Activity (2007)SurvivalFocuses on characters struggling to survive against extreme odds or situations.The Descent (2005), 127 Hours (2010)Time loopCharacters are trapped in a time loop, repeating the same events over and over.Happy Death Day (2017), Groundhog Day (1993)Time travellnvolves time travel as a central element of the horror
narrative.Triangle (2009), Timecrimes (2007)TortureFocuses on extreme physical or psychological torture inflicted on characters.Hostel (2005), The Human Centipede (2009)Urban legendBased on popular urban legends or folklore, often with a modern twist.Candyman (1992), The Mothman Prophecies (2002)VoodoolInvolves dark magic, curses, and
rituals associated with voodoo practices.The Serpent and the Rainbow (1988), Angel Heart (1987)Virus/outbreakFocuses on the spread of a deadly virus or infectious outbreak.28 Days Later (2002), Contagion (2011)WarThis subgenre focuses on horror elements set within war scenarios, often combining the horrors of warfare with supernatural or
monstrous elements.Overlord (2018), Deathwatch (2002)WitchcraftWitchcraft horror involves witches, spells, and occult practices as central themes, often delving into the dark side of magic and its consequences.The Witch (2015), Suspiria (1977)Zombie horrorfeature reanimated corpses seeking human flesh, often set in post-apocalyptic worlds with
intense survival themes.Dawn of the Dead (1978), Train to Busan (2016), 28 Days Later (2002) Studying different horror subgenres allows you to expand your creative horizons, experiment with various storytelling techniques, and understand the diverse ways in which fear can be evoked in audiences. Fx, by exploring subgenres such as psychological
and body horror, you can learn the importance of building tension through character development and exploring themes related to the human condition. For example, studying psychological horror films like “Psycho” can provide insights into the power of suspense and the impact of unreliable narrators on audience perception. Similarly, body horror
films like “The Fly” can offer lessons on the use of grotesque imagery to explore themes of transformation and decay. Overall, a deep understanding of different horror subgenres can equip you with the tools to create more engaging and innovative horror films that resonate with audiences on a deeper level. Read Next: The Difference Between Horror
and Thriller movies Horror is one of the most entertaining and studied genres in filmmaking. The threshold to make a horror film is relatively low. It’s an opportunity for creatives to experiment with effects and revive folklore storytelling devices. Filmmakers use many methods of manipulation to heighten horror and make the viewer fear whatever is
coming next. Depending on the intended reaction, some techniques include the classic jump scare, mounting suspense, and over-extended scenes to make audiences squirm in their seats a little longer. These movie techniques are frequently used in almost all subgenres of horror films. People are drawn to horror movies because there isn’t just one
type of horror film—there are many.Horror includes many subgenres that date back to the beginning of film history. Take for instance the silent era of filmmaking. Nosferatu (1922) was the first film to feature the vampire, a European folklore figure that exists on the warm blood of a living victim. Vampires are now ubiquitous in the horror movie
genre and have hit the mainstream with blockbuster movies such as The Twilight series.October is the harbinger of horror, but one does not need to wait for a certain season to enjoy a rush of adrenaline from a good scary movie. Here are the popular subgenres of horror films viewers can enjoy year round.Sometimes thought of as supernatural
horror, this subgenre plays into the unknown of the human experience. Demons have been part of historical storytelling for centuries. They represent evil in many forms including mythical, religious and supernatural. One of the most known demonic movie examples of all time is William Friedkin’s 1973 movie The Exorcist. Pazuzu, the main demon, is
never actually mentioned in the movie, but is arguably the best-known demon of today’s horror movies. As the star character in The Exorcist, Pazuzu is an ancient mythological demon in Mesopotamia who possessed Regan MacNeil played by Linda Blair. The movie skyrocketed Pazuzu to Hollywood fame and helped shape the demonic genre of horror
in modern moviemaking.ParanormalParanormal horror is closely related to the demonic subgenre in that it focuses on characters who aren’t living beings. Spirits and ghosts spook viewers and create fear without a physical presence on screen. For example, furniture moves without anyone touching it or a chill passes through the air out of nowhere.
Those are elements of paranormal activity that can be from a demon spirit, supernatural power or ghost. Paranormal Activity, The Conjuring, The Amityville Horror, The Omen, Carrie, and Poltergeist are all examples from the Paranormal subgenre.Vampires, aliens, and giant sea creatures are all antagonists in the Monster movie genre. Unlike their
supernatural counterparts, monsters can wreak havoc on a community of people in one fell swoop. Monsters terrorize and kill whatever is in their path and use their strength and size to destroy. Universal Studios popularized the monster genre in Hollywood from the 1930s and ‘50s with Frankenstein, Dracula, the Creature of the Black Lagoon, and
many other iconic monsters. Before Universal found success in making horror films, it wasn’t considered a big player during Hollywood’s early years. Once they discovered that audiences loved to be thrilled and simultaneously terrorized by giant monsters, the studio built a media franchise around their monster movies. Today, when you visit the
Universal Studios backlot, you’ll see a giant mural with popular monsters painted on an outdoor wall.Slasher movies focus on villains who are human. Slasher villains are usually serial killers and typically have a high body count by the end of the movie. They stalk their victims and brutally murder the film’s protagonist(s) and anyone who gets in their
way. Freddy Krueger, Michael Myers, and Jason Voorhees (better known as Jason) are iconic slasher villains in horror film history. John Carpenter’s 1978 cult classic movie Halloween ushered in the era of masked serial killers as part of the slasher movies genre. Audiences are particularly terrified by the slasher genre because of how close to reality
these fictionalized villains make viewers feel.Zombie movies cross multiple horror subgenres. One part monster movie, one part possession, zombie thrillers make a perfect cocktail of terror. Somehow they are the most difficult villain to kill off and just keep coming back for more. These corpse-like characters are cannibalistic by nature and can infect
their victims with a single bite. Shows like The Walking Dead created a cult following for the zombie genre of horror. With 11 seasons spanning from 2010 to 2021, The Walking Dead TV series showcased a horrifying post-apocalyptic story of zombie invasions. The success of the show has kept audiences interested in zombie horror that will likely
continue for years to come.Also known as the splatter genre, gore is all about the portrayal of graphic violence. Blood, guts and body trauma are classic elements in gore movies. Films in the gore category rely heavily on special effects to disfigure body parts. New filmmakers can experiment with effects and get creative with theatrical makeup. This
genre is the most gratuitous of all horror films when it comes to violence and the dismemberment of characters. Classic examples of gore movies include Sam Raimi’s The Evil Dead and Eli Roth’s Cabin Fever.Witches have a long history of mischief in folklore. They use the power of magic to cast spells on their victims turning them into all kinds of
tortured beings. Similar to the paranormal genre, witchcraft uses supernatural elements to create fear. Movies like The Witch and Susperia are great examples of the terror caused by witches.English literature popularized vampire stories, which were basically just ghost stories of the dead returning to haunt the living. It wasn’t until the slowburn
success of Dracula that helped launch vampire stories into the mainstream. There have been countless low-budget Dracula movies throughout the years including Horror of Dracula, The Brides of Dracula, Dracula’s Dog. One of the more successful vampire movies (besides, the Twilight Series) is Neil Jordan’s adaptation of the 1976 novel Interview
with a Vampire. A young Tom Cruise and Brad Pitt play vampires. The film focuses on Lestat (Cruise) and Louis (Pitt), beginning with Louis’s transformation into a vampire by Lestat in 1791.Psychological horror is not about what we see on the screen but how it makes us feel. This genre plays tricks on the viewers’ mind by creating paranoia. A
viewers’ emotional state is heavily influenced by psychological horror. Since this type of horror can feel a little too real compared to the other genres (gore and monsters), people may walk away feeling uneasy. The main characters in these types of horror movies are mentally unstable or emotionally disturbed to the point of being violent. One of the
best examples of the psychological horror genre is Stanley Kurbrick’s The Shining starring Jack Nicholoson. From the beginning of the movie you can see Jack Torrence slowly turn more mad with each developing scene.Comedic horror is possibly the most fun of all horror movies out there. It’s a subgrene that is equally funny as it is scary. It takes the
viewer to complete opposite ends of the horror spectrum resulting in a rollercoaster of emotions. Classic examples of comedy-horror films include Scream, Shuan of the Dead, and The Cabin in the Woods. Genres of horror fiction, a genre of fiction that is intended to disturb, frighten or scare. Horror is often divided into the sub-genres of psychological
horror and supernatural horror, which are in the realm of speculative fiction. Wikimedia Commons has media related to Horror genres. This category has the following 29 subcategories, out of 29 total. Horror works by genre (2 C) Action horror (3 C, 1 P) Analog horror (14 P) Apocalyptic fiction (22 C, 36 P) Body horror (5 C, 8 P) Fiction about
cannibalism (12 C, 101 P) Horror comedy (3 C, 21 P) Cosmic horror (3 C, 17 P) Creepypasta (2 C, 36 P) Dark fantasy (10 C, 20 P) Horror drama (2 C, 3 P) Erotic horror (3 C, 5 P) Folk horror (1 C, 25 P) Ghost stories (8 C, 25 P) Gothic fiction (9 C, 52 P) Kaiju (8 C, 86 P) Fiction about nightmares (6 C, 10 P) Occult detective fiction (11 C, 104 P)
Paranormal fiction (21 C, 15 P) Penny dreadfuls (5 P) Psychological horror (3 C, 32 P) Science fiction horror (7 C, 8 P) Speculative crime and thriller fiction (4 C, 93 P) Splatterpunk (6 C, 41 P) Superhero horror (3 C) Supernatural fiction (11 C, 27 P) Techno-horror (1 C, 4 P) Weird fiction (7 C, 21 P) Horror Westerns (4 C, 12 P) The following 48 pages
are in this category, out of 48 total. This list may not reflect recent changes. Action horror Analog horror Apocalyptic and post-apocalyptic fiction Body horror Christmas horror Comedy horror Cthulhu Mythos Dark fantasy Eighteenth-century Gothic novel Elevated horror Erotic horror Fantastique Folk horror Ghost story Giallo Gothic bluebooks
Gothic fiction Grotesquerie Horror-of-demonic Horror-of-personality Jiangshi fiction Kaiju Latin American Gothic Lovecraftian horror Macabre Mumblegore Occult detective fiction Organ transplantation in fiction Paranormal fiction Penny dreadful Psychological horror Religious horror Southern Gothic Southern Ontario Gothic Space horror Splatter
film Splatterpunk Suburban Gothic Supernatural fiction Survival horror Tasmanian Gothic Techno-horror Urban Gothic Vampire literature Weird fiction Weird menace Werewolf fiction Zombie comedy Retrieved from " This content contains affiliate links. When you buy through these links, we may earn an affiliate commission. In fiction, horror is
considered a significant genre which is characterized by any story that elicits an emotional response comprised of dread, repulsion or terror. It is one of the oldest genres in literature, dating back to ancient Greece and Rome. The oldest horror stories relied on stories of demons, witchcraft, evil spirits, and Satanic presence. Literary experts and
writers have categorized horror fiction in a number of tentative horror sub-genres as well. Mind you, this is by no means a comprehensive list. As a genre, horror could do with more diversity since barring the Japanese’s indelible contribution to graphic and surreal horror fiction, there are not many well known works by writers of color. Without
further ado, let’s explore these horror sub-genres. We can’t begin without starting out with this cornerstone of horror fiction. The 18th century saw the rise of romanticism and with it emerged the gothic horror genre. This genre evolved into what modern literature now recognizes as horror fiction in the 19th century. Gothic horror usually combines
fiction, horror, death and at times, romance. Edgar Allen Poe is credited as producing some of the most seminal works of gothic horror. He also pioneered combining romanticism with the dark and macabre in his chilling tales. Some notable works of gothic horror are: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley Dracula by Bram Stoker The Woman in Black by
Susan Hill This sub-genre includes supernatural stories, dark fantasy and ghost stories. The defining feature is that elements that do not exist within scientific realm drive the plot forward. These stories usually comprise of ghosts, apparitions, monsters, aliens, zombies etc. Common themes include a haunting, possession, invasion or curse. Examples
include: The Exorcist by William Peter Blatty It and Duma Key by Stephen King (or most books by him, for that matter!) The Changeling by Victor LaValle In these novels, there are no supernatural forces at work. The element of horror comes from “dreading the unknown” and our day to day fears. These stories are scary because they reveal how
plausibly the fictional events can occur in our daily lives. Examples include: Misery by Stephen King Mapping the Interior by Stephen Graham Jones The Silence of the Lambs by Thomas Harris Horror is a constantly evolving genre and there are many horror sub-genres that I haven’t mentioned, like science fiction horror and survival horror, because
their themes overlap with the categories mentioned above. There are several horror crossover genres that are used to tag commercial horror books. I have highlighted three popular ones. This crossover genre illustrates in vivid details graphic violations or mutations of the human body. This genre usually overlaps with zombie fiction, monster or
slasher horror. Frankenstein could be categorized under this category. Other examples include: Uzumaki by Junji Ito The Troop by Nick Cutter Bunny by Mona Awad This genre is categorized by gory, disturbing depiction of violence, which stands in sharp contrast to “the meekly suggestive horror story”. An American writer, David J. Schow, is
credited for coining the term “splatterpunk”. Schow’s credits include movies such as The Crow and The Texas Chainsaw Massacre: The Beginning which come under the cinematic category of torture porn. Examples of other books in this genre include: Seeing Red by David J. Schow The Girl Next Door by Jack Ketchum In the Miso Soup by Ryu
Murakami This sub-genre bridges the gap between horror and romance. Vampire fantasy novels usually come under this category, which is also sometimes called dark erotica. These stories usually take inspiration from Gothic horror with elements of stories designed to titillate and reveal the darker side of desire. Examples include: Cthulhurotica by
Carrie Cuinn NightWhere by John Everson Desecrating Solomon by Lucian Bane Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the
license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions
under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or
limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Sometimes, we just love to be scared. Especially this time of year, when Halloween has us ready to meet some monsters and
explore that flimsy boundary between life and death. But fear is only fun when you're not in any real danger. That’s why horror fiction is so popular and enduring. But how did this tradition start? Today, I want to take you through the history of the horror genre. Photo by Rosie Fraser on Unsplash Horror has deep roots that come from two main
sources: folklore and religious traditions. Most of the monsters that we now recognize from popular horror films originally came from folk beliefs that were passed down orally in communities around the world. Creatures like vampires, werewolves, or spirits were used to explain missing animals, unexpected deaths, or strange behavior among
members of the community. Other types of stories were used as cautionary tales to scare children into behaving correctly or to warn adults to make smart decisions. But some of the first truly terror-inducing pieces of written literature were religious in nature. This, perhaps, shouldn’t be surprising given that religion deals with such fraught topics as
death and evil. In Christianity, dreadful depictions of demons and hell were meant to scare practitioners into following the path of righteousness. Horrific imagery appears in everything from treatises on catching witches to sermons on the fate that awaits sinners. But horror as a literary genre truly got its start with the Gothic literature movement of
the late 1700s. Horace Walpole began the genre in 1764 with The Castle of Otranto, the story of a young woman trapped in a castle with an evil man who wants to marry her. Matthew Lewis introduced gore and grotesquerie into the genre with his tale of corrupted clergy, The Monk. In response, Ann Radcliffe sought to distinguish between crude
horror and the refined and abstract terror which she promoted in her novels and in her legacy of the Female Gothic. These early writers paved the way for the Gothic writers of the nineteenth century that modern readers will be more familiar with: Mary Shelley, Robert Louis Stevenson, and Bram Stoker. The nineteenth century also gave us new
types of literature like the pejoratively-named sensation novels and penny dreadfuls. Sensation novels typically depicted scandalous topics like adultery, kidnapping, or murder, but differed from earlier Gothic novels by placing these events within familiar domestic settings rather than medieval castles or other exotic locales. The genre was particularly
popular with female readers, though many in Victorian society worried about the ability of these books to corrupt young women. Early examples of the genre include Wilkie Collins’ The Woman in White and Mary Braddon’s Lady Audley’s Secret. Penny dreadfuls, on the other hand, were serialized works of literature printed on cheap paper and aimed
at young, working-class men. Some of these were merely rewrites of earlier Gothic novels adapted to this new format. Others were new stories, such as the lengthy tale of Varney the Vampire, or were based on local legends like The String of Pearls: A Romance, which told of a murderous barber named Sweeney Todd. Serialized fiction continued to be
popular into the twentieth century, when special publications emerged for purpose such as the pulp magazines Weird Tales and Unknown Worlds. Many horror writers that we still read today, like H. P. Lovecraft and M. R. James, got their start by publishing short stories or serialized chapters in these magazines. In the 1950s, horror fiction found a
new outlet in the world of comics. Tales from the Crypt was a particularly popular horror comic anthology which came out bi-monthly between 1950 and 1955. The stories were often clearly inspired earlier works like those of Lovecraft and Poe, but the visual element gave them new impact and reach. The impact of the visual element of horror can be
seen even more clearly in the genre’s rise through film. Even before movies had been invented, an early predecessor of film was almost entirely built around macabre imagery: phantasmagoria—a form of horror theater performed using “magic lanterns” to project frightening images such as ghosts, skeletons, and demons. With this legacy, it’s not
surprising that horror crops up in some of the earliest examples of film. In 1896, French film pioneer George Mélies created a short silent piece called The Haunted Castle which is generally regarded as the first horror film, despite being largely comedic. Early silent film also brought us classics like Lon Chaney’s Phantom of the Opera. Then German
expressionism swept the film scene and led to the genre-changing vampire classic Nosferatu. By the 1930s and ’40s, film studios like Universal were pumping out horror films, mining inspiration from Gothic novels for Dracula, Frankenstein, and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Later decades saw new subgenres emerge like zombie films, slasher movies, and
psychological horror. The diversification of horror through film then fed back into its literature. Today, one of the names most widely associated with horror fiction is Stephen King, who has written hundreds of short stories and over fifty books, many of which have been made into successful films. Some contemporary novelists take what they’ve seen
in horror films and bring it back onto the page, as Jack Ketchum has done with slasher horror in books like The Lost and Off Season. Another notable name is Anne Rice, who shook the horror genre by taking many of its creatures and imagery and spawning a genre of supernatural fantasy that focuses more on interpersonal relationships and romance
than on trying to be scary. One more notable change in the contemporary horror genre is how much of it is directed at children. Kids of all ages particularly delight in these kinds of tales, as can be seen by the enduring popularity of R. L. Stine’s Fear Street and Goosebumps series or Neil Gaiman’s Coraline. Horror fiction has come a long way since
the days of ancient people telling campfire tales of monsters that lurk in the dark, and yet much of it has stayed the same. For such a relatively new and modern genre, its roots go deep and its most basic elements transcend time and culture. What’s your favorite era of horror history, and what would you like to learn more about? Let me know in the
comments! Do you love the feel of a chill running down your spine during a scary movie? Or the sensation of jumping at a sudden, eerie sound in the dark? If so, you must love horror movies! As a horror writer and independent filmmaker, I'm with you! My big love is genre storytelling, which encompasses horror, thriller, action, sci-fi, and more. I've
written tons of horror stories and scripts, and it’s been interesting to learn more about all of these different subgenres of horror. So, let’s get right into all of the best types of horror! Now that the stage has been set, let’s take a look at the current top subgenres of horror in films and books! Psychological horror is a subgenre of horror that plays a
cunning game of chess with your mind. Rather than relying on gore and jump-scares, these films generate fear by exploring the characters’ minds. They explore the darkness within the human psyche, blurring the lines between reality and illusion. Common themes include sanity, isolation, and the capacity for evil that resides in us all. Expect
unsettling atmospheres, suspenseful build-ups, and endings that will leave you questioning everything. Psychological horror is perfect for you if you crave more than just surface-level scares. These films encourage active engagement, requiring you to piece together clues and question what’s real. The thrill is in the uncertainty, the exploration of
complex characters, and the reveals as the narrative unfolds. If you’'re intrigued by the mysteries of the human mind and enjoy a good, suspenseful storyline that keeps you guessing, then psychological horror is the perfect subgenre for you. One of the most renowned films in this subgenre is Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho (1960), a masterpiece that
twisted audiences’ expectations with its shocking narrative turns. More recent examples include The Silence of the Lambs (1991), which chilled viewers with its exploration of a serial killer's mind, and Black Swan (2010), which blurred the lines between a ballerina’s striving for perfection and her descent into madness. Other psychological horror
films include Shutter Island (2010), The Babadook (2014), and Get Out (2017). Slasher Horror is a subgenre that’s all about the adrenaline rush. These films usually include a masked villain who dispatches victims, often teenagers, one by one in increasingly creative and gruesome ways. They’re notorious for their high body counts, suspenseful chase
scenes, and the “final girl” trope, where one character (usually female) survives to confront the killer. The slasher genre is a thrill ride, plain and simple. It’s the perfect choice if you're looking for edge-of-your-seat tension and jump scares. The often over-the-top kills add an element of gruesome spectacle, and there’s something fun about guessing
who’ll be next on the chopping block. If you're a fan of high-stakes cat-and-mouse chases and enjoy rooting for a lone survivor to overcome the odds, then slasher movies are definitely your cup of tea. Some of the most iconic films in this horror genre include John Carpenter’s Halloween (1978), featuring the relentless Michael Myers, and Wes
Craven’s A Nightmare on Elm Street (1984), which introduced the terrifying Freddy Krueger. Another slasher genre film is the Friday the 13th series (1980-), bringing the hockey-masked killer Jason Voorhees to our screens. More recent additions like Scream (1996) and Final Destination (2000) reinvigorated the genre, adding a layer of meta-
commentary and innovating the conventions of the subgenre, respectively. Gothic horror, a timeless subgenre, is all about atmosphere. It’s got elements of fear and horror, often in conjunction with romance and doomed love. These stories are usually set against the backdrop of decaying castles or haunted mansions, complete with gloomy landscapes
and ominous weather. Themes of death, the supernatural, madness, and the uncanny are commonly explored in gothic literature, creating an aura of suspense and psychological terror. If you're drawn to darkly romantic narratives, eerie atmospheres, and stories that tease your imagination with supernatural tales, then Gothic horror is a perfect fit for
you. It provides a sense of dread, but it’s often more about the suspense and the slow reveal than the blood and gore. It’s a subgenre that’s rich in detail, and it invites you to lose yourself in its hauntingly beautiful settings and intense emotion. One of the earliest and most influential examples of Gothic horror is Dracula (1931), an adaptation of Bram
Stoker’s novel that solidified many Gothic horror tropes in cinema. Rebecca (1940), directed by Alfred Hitchcock, is another masterpiece featuring a mysterious mansion and a suspenseful tale of love and secrets. More recently, Crimson Peak (2015) delves into the realm of Gothic romance, filled with hauntings and a dark, brooding atmosphere. Other
Gothic horror films include The Others (2001), The Woman in Black (2012), and the visually stunning Sleepy Hollow (1999). Supernatural horror is a subgenre that delves into our fear of the unknown. It centers around paranormal and otherworldly entities, often dealing with themes of death, the afterlife, and demonic possession. The laws of nature
are often defied as ghosts, spirits, demons, and other supernatural beings take center stage. The scares here come from the unpredictability of these entities and the powerless feeling they induce in both characters and viewers. If you enjoy being scared by things that go bump in the night, then supernatural horror is definitely your genre. It’s perfect
for those who love ghost stories or are fascinated by the concept of the afterlife and the demonic. One of the most iconic supernatural horror films is The Exorcist (1973), a chilling tale of demonic possession that has terrorized audiences for decades. Poltergeist (1982), with its haunted house narrative, is another classic in the genre. More recent films
like The Conjuring series (2013-) have taken supernatural horror movies even further, delivering heart-stopping scares in depicting real-life paranormal investigators. Other noteworthy films include Insidious (2010), Paranormal Activity (2007), and the Japanese horror classic Ringu (1998). Zombie horror is a subgenre that brings our fear of death and
disease to life in the most terrifying way. These films feature reanimated corpses or infected individuals, usually with an insatiable hunger for human flesh. The horror in these films arises from both the relentless threat of the undead and the often-depicted societal collapse. Themes of survival, isolation, and sometimes the darkest aspects of human
nature under duress are often explored. If the thought of survival in a post-apocalyptic world excites you, then zombie horror is the subgenre to bite into. The relentless nature of the zombie horde makes for nail-biting tension, while the often-included social commentary adds a layer of depth to the carnage. Plus, there’s something cathartic about
facing the end of the world from the safety of your couch. George A. Romero’s Night of the Living Dead (1968) is often hailed as the granddaddy of modern zombie horror, with its flesh-hungry undead and societal critique. Romero’s later films, like Dawn of the Dead (1978) and Day of the Dead (1985), furthered the genre. The genre has also seen
faster, more aggressive zombies in films like 28 Days Later (2002) and the infection-based REC (2007). For those who enjoy a bit of humor with their horror, Shaun of the Dead (2004) offers a brilliant horror-comedy take on the zombie apocalypse. Sci-fi horror is a subgenre that brilliantly merges the fear factor of horror with the imaginative
possibilities of science fiction. It explores advanced technology, space exploration, alien life, and scientific experiments gone wrong. The horror often arises from the unknown terrors lurking in the vast expanse of space or the unintended consequences of humanity’s scientific hubris. If you're fascinated by the mysteries of the cosmos and the potential
dark side of scientific advancement, sci-fi horror is the perfect fit for you. It not only provides the fear and suspense typical of horror films but also stimulates your imagination with thought-provoking concepts and settings. These films often pose interesting philosophical questions while delivering bone-chilling scares, making it an intriguing and
thrilling subgenre. Ridley Scott’s Alien (1979) is a quintessential sci-fi horror film, combining the isolation of space with the terror of an unknown, highly lethal alien life form. Similarly, John Carpenter’s The Thing (1982) portrays a group of Antarctic researchers confronting a shapeshifting alien entity. Event Horizon (1997) delves into the horror of a
spaceship that has mysteriously returned from a journey beyond the known universe. Other science fiction horror movies include A Quiet Place (2018), Cloverfield (2008), and M3GAN (2022). Found footage horror is a subgenre that creates a sense of authenticity and immediacy by presenting the narrative as real, discovered video recordings, often
left behind by missing or deceased characters. These films typically employ hand-held cameras or surveillance footage to enhance realism and immerse the audience in the horror. This format lends an air of raw unpredictability and intimacy to the scares, often involving paranormal horror activity, alien encounters, or serial killers. If you’'re intrigued
by the idea of cinema verité meets horror, found footage is the subgenre for you. The “this could be real” aspect of these films gives the scares a heightened sense of realism that makes the horror feel closer to home. Plus, the first-person perspective can make you feel like you’'re part of the story. The Blair Witch Project (1999) is often credited as the
film that popularized the found footage subgenre, with its story of three film students lost in the woods while investigating a local legend. Paranormal Activity (2007) updated the format to create a suspenseful supernatural horror from seemingly ordinary home video footage. Cloverfield (2008) took the genre into the realm of monster movies, while
REC (2007) combined found footage with zombie horror. V/H/S (2012) offered a unique anthology approach to the found footage horror genre. Comedy horror, as the name suggests, is a subgenre that blends elements of humor with the conventions of horror. It’s characterized by a balance between scares and laughs, often using irony, satire, or farce
to play around with traditional horror tropes. These films play with audience expectations, sometimes turning what would be a horrifying situation into something absurdly funny. If you're the type who likes to laugh in the face of fear, then comedy horror is the perfect subgenre for you. It offers a unique way to enjoy horror conventions without taking
them too seriously. These films are often packed with clever humor, making them a great choice if you're looking for a fun yet spooky movie night. An American Werewolf in London (1981) is a classic comedy horror that expertly balances laughs with frights, while a more modern example would be The Cabin in the Woods (2011), which offers a fresh
take on over-sexed party teens trapped by the forces of evil. Other famous titles include the Evil Dead series (1981-), Zombieland (2009), and Wolfcop (2014), each taking on a different horror trope by combining comedy and terror. A slightly different take on comedy horror would be parody horror movies, which spoof serious, established films
through a comical lens. The difference between straight comedy horror and parody horror movies is that the former establishes original storylines while the latter builds on established stories and characters created by others. The Scary Movie series (2000-) uses broad humor and slapstick to spoof popular horror and genre films. Other parody horror
movies include Young Frankenstein (1974), a hilarious take on the classic monster, Tucker and Dale vs. Evil (2010) with a twist on the backwoods hillbillies targeted by teens, and Shaun of the Dead (2004), a comedy that parodies classic zombie movies while delivering its own unique story. Lovecraftian horror, named after the American writer H.P.
Lovecraft, is a subgenre that goes beyond the typical scares and leans into existential dread. Its theme is cosmic horror—the idea that there are ancient, powerful beings and realities beyond human understanding and that any encounter with such entities or the revelation of these truths can lead to madness. This subgenre emphasizes the
insignificance of humanity in the grand scheme of the universe and often features protagonists who are powerless to stop the horrors that they’ve uncovered. If you're a fan of horror that messes with your head and leaves you pondering about your place in the universe, Lovecraftian horror is for you. Its unique blend of existential dread, cosmic



horror, and the bizarre offer a different kind of fear, one that lingers long after the credits roll. The tales are often thought-provoking, steeped in a sense mystery that goes beyond traditional horror tropes. The Call of Cthulhu (2005), a silent short film, faithfully adapts Lovecraft’s most famous story. In the Mouth of Madness (1994), while not a direct
adaptation, masterfully encapsulates Lovecraftian themes and ideas. The Color Out of Space (2019), based on Lovecraft’s short story, brings a disturbing alien presence to a rural family’s farm. Other Lovecraftian horror movies include Event Horizon (1997), which infuses Lovecraftian horror into a sci-fi setting; The Mist (2007), a film filled with inter-
dimensional creatures and a sense of hopeless dread; and Underwater (2020), about deepwater researchers who awaken an ancient, giant evil. Folk horror is a subgenre that blends horror elements with folklore, pagan rituals, and the eeriness of rural landscapes. These films often tap into the fear of the unknown, the isolation of the countryside, and
the haunting power of old traditions. They typically feature a clash of belief systems, often between modern urban characters and the ancient, sometimes sinister customs of a rural community. If you’re drawn to the mysteries of folklore, the chilling beauty of rural landscapes, and the unsettling clash between the ancient and the modern, then folk
horror is the perfect subgenre for you. The slow-burn terror and atmospheric storytelling often found in these films can create a lingering sense of unease that’s subtly disturbing. Folk horror offers a unique way to explore societal fears through the lens of tradition and superstition. The British film, The Wicker Man (1973) is considered a folk horror
classic, telling the story of a police officer encountering disturbing pagan rituals in a remote island community, while Witchfinder General (1968) delves into the horrifying witch hunts of the 17th century. More recent entries into the folk horror genre include The Witch (2015), a chilling tale of a Puritan family encountering evil in the wilderness, and
Midsommar (2019), which depicts a group of friends ensnared in the disturbing summer rituals of a Swedish cult. Body horror is a subgenre that explores the fear and revulsion associated with transformation, mutilation, or destruction of the human body. It has graphic depictions of gore, decay, and grotesque mutations and often blurs the line
between man and monster. These films typically play on the fear of bodily invasion and the anxiety around the fragility of the flesh. They may contain themes of disease, mutilation, or the horrifying consequences of scientific experiments. If you have a stomach for extreme horror and find fascination in the grotesque, then the body horror subgenre is
your arena. It offers an intense form of terror that plays upon our innate fear of physical harm and the corruption of the human form. These films often come with a deeper commentary on issues like the human condition, identity, and societal norms. David Cronenberg is a master of body horror, with films like The Fly (1986), where a scientist
gradually transforms into a grotesque human-insect hybrid, and Videodrome (1983), which explores themes of technology as a physical contaminant. Hellraiser (1987), with its tormented souls trapped in grotesque, mutilated bodies, is another iconic example. Other body horror movies include American Mary (2012), which delves into underground
body modification, and Tusk (2014), a chilling tale of forced transformation. Action horror is a subgenre that combines the excitement of action films with horror elements. These films often feature high-octane sequences, intense battles, and heroes facing off against hordes of monsters, zombies, or supernatural entities. It’s characterized by a fast-
paced narrative, high stakes, and often a blend of spectacular stunts, special effects, and terrifying antagonists. If you're a fan of adrenaline-pumping sequences and horror, then action horror will give you the best of both worlds. It offers not just scares but also the exhilaration of fight scenes, chase sequences, and larger-than-life confrontations.
These films often provide an escapist thrill ride where you can cheer on the protagonists as they take down the forces of darkness. The Resident Evil series (2002-) is a prime example of action horror, with its protagonist battling zombies and bio-engineered monsters. Aliens (1986) blends science fiction, action, and horror as a team of space marines
confronts an alien hive. From Dusk Till Dawn (1996) transitions from crime thriller to full-blown action horror when its characters face off against vampires. Other action horror films include Underworld (2003), which sets vampires against werewolves in an epic conflict, and Train to Busan (2016), a thrilling zombie horror with intense action
sequences. Apocalypse horror is a subgenre that features the end of the world as its main theme. It often explores themes of societal collapse, survival in desperate circumstances, and the existential dread of impending doom. The apocalyptic event can take many forms - from pandemics to natural disasters to invasions by zombies, aliens, or other
malevolent entities. This subgenre is characterized by a combination of terror, despair, and occasionally, hope in the face of overwhelming odds. If you’re drawn to stories of survival, societal collapse, and the human capacity to adapt to global catastrophe, apocalypse horror is your subgenre. These films often provide a grim exploration of the human
condition under extreme conditions. They offer a unique form of terror that combines the fear of the unknown with the struggle for survival in a drastically changed world. 28 Days Later (2002) depicts the breakdown of society following a devastating virus outbreak. The Mist (2007) features an otherworldly threat that envelops a town and pushes its
inhabitants to their limits. A Quiet Place (2018) presents a post-apocalyptic world where making noise can be deadly due to sound-sensitive creatures. Other apocalypse horror movies include The Road (2009), a grim and powerful story of survival in a post-apocalyptic wasteland, and Bird Box (2018), where unseen entities cause anyone who looks at
them to go mad. Natural horror is a subgenre that involves nature striking back, usually in the form of animals or plants attacking humans or natural disasters pushing people to their limits. The threats are often derived from the real world - animals, insects, weather phenomena - but are amplified to horrifying proportions. This subgenre highlights
mankind’s vulnerability against the raw power of nature, often featuring characters in isolated or wilderness settings. If you're intrigued by the thought of nature turning against humanity and find a thrill in the idea of battling against primal forces, then natural horror is right up your alley. These films often combine suspense, horror, and the
exhilaration of survival adventure. They offer a unique kind of fear derived from real-world elements, which can make the experience all the more nerve-wracking. Jaws (1975), with its man-eating great white shark, is a quintessential natural horror film. The Birds (1963) takes something as mundane as ordinary birds and turns them into a terrifying
threat. Anaconda (1997) and Arachnophobia (1990) feature oversized animals as the horror element. Other natural horror films include The Ruins (2008), which features killer plants, and Crawl (2019), which combines a hurricane with deadly alligators. Dark Fantasy Horror blends the mystical elements of fantasy with terrifying horror themes. It’s a
subgenre that often brings to life our darkest fairy tales, creating worlds where magic, mythical creatures, and malevolent forces coexist. The stories usually unfold in surreal, gothic, or fantastical settings, and it’s not uncommon to encounter haunted houses, castles, cursed objects, witches, vampires, or other supernatural beings. If you're drawn to
the mystical, the uncanny, and the macabre, then Dark Fantasy Horror is a subgenre you’ll thoroughly enjoy. It offers a different kind of fright - one intertwined with enchantment, curiosity, and an eerie beauty. The blend of fantastical elements with the gruesome realities of horror creates a unique viewing experience that can be as thought-
provoking as it is terrifying. Pan’s Labyrinth (2006) is a dark fantasy horror masterpiece, merging the grim realities of war with a hauntingly beautiful fairy tale. Crimson Peak (2015) sets a gothic romance in a haunted house with dreadful secrets. Sleepy Hollow (1999) brings to life the chilling tale of the Headless Horseman. Other dark fantasy horror
movies include Hellboy (2004), which combines elements of dark fantasy with action, and The Witch (2015), a historical horror film with a chilling tale of witchcraft. Splatter horror, or gore horror, is a subgenre focusing on graphic portrayals of gore and graphic violence. The aim is to shock and repulse the viewer with extravagant displays of blood,
guts, and grotesque effects. The narratives often involve mutilation, dismemberment, or brutal deaths, and the genre as a whole revels in the visceral and the shocking. If you have a strong stomach and get a thrill from intense, graphic horror, then splatter horror might be your perfect fit. It offers a level of shock and visceral terror that few other
subgenres can match. The films often serve as a form of extreme escapism, testing the boundaries of what can be portrayed on screen. Sam Raimi’s The Evil Dead series (1981-) is a collection of iconic splatter horror films notorious for their over-the-top gore. Braindead (1992), also known as Dead Alive in North America, directed by Peter Jackson, is
another famous splatter horror hailed for its excessive blood and guts. Hostel (2005) and the Saw series (2004-) are well-known for their graphic depictions of torture and death. Other splatter films include Cannibal Holocaust (1980) and Ichi the Killer (2001). Witch Horror is a subgenre centered around witches, witchcraft, or occult rituals. These
films often include themes of pagan folklore, the supernatural, and fear of the unknown. It’s characterized by portraying witches as malevolent, powerful beings or as symbols of paranoia and societal unrest. The settings can range from historical to contemporary and often feature a strong atmospheric or creepy tone. I think that if you're fascinated
by witchcraft, pagan lore, or the occult, Witch Horror can offer an eerie and unnerving cinematic experience. These films often explore themes of power, fear, and the unknown, providing plenty of psychological horror along with the supernatural. The sense of unease and dread they create can be as potent as any jump scare. The Witch (2015) is a
chilling depiction of a Puritan family haunted by witchcraft in 17th-century New England. Suspiria (1977 and its 2018 remake) revolves around a dance academy run by witches. Rosemary’s Baby (1968) showcases the terror of occult conspiracy in a modern setting. Other witch horror genre films include The Blair Witch Project (1999), a found-footage
horror about a legendary witch, and Haxan (1922), a silent film examining historical views on witchcraft. Here are a few other horror subgenres that you might find interesting: Possession Horror: This subgenre mixes horror and thriller elements through the possession of a character by a supernatural force and leaning into fear, guilt, and emotional
instability to raise tension. Notable films in this category include The Exorcist, Insidious, and Prince of Darkness. Haunted House Horror: This subgenre goes beyond the realm of scientific explanation, including ghosts, demons, and hauntings, and set inside specific buildings or locations. Classic examples of this subgenre are Poltergeist, The
Amityville Horror, and The House on Haunted Hill. Torture Horror: Films in this subgenre primarily focus on graphic depictions of torture, aiming to instill disgust in the viewer. Memorable films in this subgenre are Saw and Hostel. Holiday Horror: These stories unfold around specific holiday seasons like Halloween or Christmas, often casting a
sinister shadow over traditionally joyful occasions. Well-known films in this category are Halloween and Black Christmas. Disaster Horror: This subgenre brings together elements of disaster films with horror. These films showcase large-scale catastrophes and their horrific aftermaths. Noteworthy examples include Cloverfield and The Mist. Vampire
Horror: Focusing on the mythology of vampires, this subgenre blends gothic and supernatural horror elements. Iconic vampire films include Nosferatu, The Lost Boys, and Let the Right One In. Werewolf Horror: Centered on the lore of werewolves, these films often depict a character’s struggle with their inner beast. Standout examples are An
American Werewolf in London, Dog Soldiers, and The Howling. Mockumentary Horror: These often comedic horror movies are part of a genre that playfully deconstructs and mocks the clichés and conventions of horror while being presented through a documentary or news-report lens. Examples include What We Do in the Shadows (2014) and Troll
Hunter (2011). Survival Horror: This subgenre pits characters against overwhelming odds in isolated or claustrophobic settings, focusing on the fight to stay alive, as seen in The Descent and A Quiet Place. Elevated Horror: Characterized by its focus on atmosphere, character development, and thematic depth, elevated horror takes the genre to new
intellectual and artistic heights, like in Get Out, Jacob’s Ladder, and Hereditary. Arthouse Horror: This subgenre blurs the line between horror and art, focusing on aesthetics, style, and often ambiguous narratives to create unique, thought-provoking horror experiences, such as The Lighthouse and Midsommar. Techno Horror: Centered around
emotionless, technological entities gone rogue, these films, including M3GAN, The Stepford Wives, and Videodrome, deliver scares that reach beyond the realm of the living. Western Gothic Horror: This subgenre combines elements of horror, gothic, and Western genres, typically portraying grim and desolate frontier settings that harbor eerie,
supernatural threats. Examples include Bone Tomahawk, Ravenous, and my own novel, Iron Dogs, which I hope to add to the list of movies one day soon. Here are some places where you can find some fantastic horror films and books to watch! Listen to the Horror Community: There are many online communities and platforms where horror fans
gather to discuss their favorite films, books, and podcasts. Platforms like Reddit, Facebook groups, or horror-specific forums can be great places to get recommendations. Remember, horror is incredibly diverse, and what scares one person might not scare another, so keep an open mind! Follow the Masters: Pay attention to the creators behind the
horror film genre. If you find a film that truly scares you or leaves you unsettled, look up the director, writer, or production company. Chances are, they’'ve done more in the genre that you might enjoy. Streaming Platforms: Many streaming platforms have horror sections that are further divided into subgenres. This can be a great way to explore
different types of horror. Netflix, Amazon Prime, Shudder (a streaming service dedicated entirely to horror), and Hulu all have a wide variety of horror films. Podcasts and Books: If you'’re more into literary scares, there are many horror-focused podcasts and books that cover a range of subgenres. Podcasts like “Pseudopod” and “Something Scary”
offer a variety of horror stories, and authors like Stephen King, Edgar Allan Poe, and H.P. Lovecraft have created classic horror works that span various subgenres. You can also learn more about my own horror-Western novel, Iron Dogs, here! And there you have it - a trip down the dark, twisted lanes of the horror genre. There’s definitely a type of
horror for everyone! And as you can see from the above list, a number of films fall firmly into multiple subgenre categories, so there’s no limit to how much a writer or filmmaker can mix and match. I hope this gave you ideas for a new horror movie genre to watch or a new book to read! Or maybe now that you know so much about the subgenres of
horror, you'll get bragging rights as the horror guru among your friends! Horror films are characterized by their aim to evoke fear, horror, and terror in audiences. They often involve an antagonist or a scenario that embodies our deepest fears and anxieties, such as supernatural entities, psychotic killers, or terrifying situations. Additionally, horror
films frequently use suspense, atmosphere, and surprise to enhance the frightening elements. The “scariest” genre of horror is highly subjective and depends largely on individual fears and preferences. Some might find psychological horror the scariest due to its deep exploration of the human mind and its capabilities, while others might find
supernatural horror the most terrifying due to its inclusion of unknown and uncontrollable beings. Others might find body horror films and slasher films with jump scares to be scariest. Whatever type you choose, you can try using some of my horror story prompts to help you get started in creating your own scary story! The first horror film is widely
recognized as Le Manoir du Diable (aka The House of the Devil), directed by Georges Méliés in 1896. This three-minute silent film from France is a fantastical piece that includes elements we now associate with horror cinema, such as transformation scenes and phantoms. Although it’s more humorous and magical than terrifying by today’s standards,
it set the stage for the evolution of the horror genre in the film industry (see trailer below). Love the horror genre? Check out these other great articles! The 40+ Best Horror Gifts for Horror Movie Fans 30+ Best Indie Horror Movies of All Time [Reviewed] Best Evil Horror Movie Mothers [Top 10 Scariest Moms]



